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DISCIPLE TARGETS In this lesson, your children will...

Knowledge (truths) ConduCt (actions)CharaCter (emotions)
•	 God	is	generous.	He	provides	

our	clothing.	(Luke	12:27-28)

•	 Samuel’s mother made him a 
new coat each year.   
(1 Samuel 2:19)

•	 The way they dress and the way 
they live can honor God.         
(1 Peter 3:3-4)

•	 Overwhelmed	by	God’s	
generosity.

•	 Thankful for the clothes God 
has generously given them. 

•	 Fascinated	by	different	clothes	
Samuel wore.

•	 Identify different kinds of 
clothes Bible-times people 
wore.

•	 Donate some of their clothes 
to people who need them.

•	 DiscipleSkill: Practice good 
grooming habits.
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Lesson Summary
The	Hebrews	in	Old	Testament	days	mainly	wore	tunics	of	
linen	or	wool,	 tied	around	 the	waist	with	 sashes	of	 fabric	
or	leather.	Girls	and	women	might	have	decorative	embroi-
dery	 around	 the	 necks	 of	 their	 tunics.	Cloaks	were	 loose	
robes	worn	on	top	of	the	tunic.	A	person	would	often	sit	on	
his	or	her	cloak	during	a	meal	and	would	wear	it	to	sleep.	
People	 tied	headbands	 around	 cloth	headpieces	 to	 reduce	
the	effects	of	the	intense	sun.	Clothing	style	and	appearance	
were	not	as	 important	as	practicality	and	protection	from	
harsh	weather.

Through	 this	 look	 at	 Samuel’s	 childhood,	 your	 children	
will	 learn	about	God’s	generosity	in	providing	the	clothes	
they	 need.	This	 lesson	will	 help	 your	 students	 enjoy	 and	
be	 thankful	 for	 what	 they	 wear,	 without	 placing	 undue	
emphasis	on	clothing	styles	or	the	way	they	look.

Bible Background
Samuel	was	 probably	 about	 three	 years	 old	when	Hannah	
took	 him	 to	 the	 tabernacle	 in	 Shiloh	 to	 be	 brought	 up	 as	
a	servant	of	God.	Every	year	when	she	and	Elkanah	visited	
the	holy	place	 as	prescribed	by	Hebrew	 tradition,	Hannah	
brought	 a	 new	 linen	 robe	 (Hebrew:	 meil)	 she’d	 made,	 to	

be	worn	as	part	of	his	ephod.	Ephods	were	long	vests	with	
colorful	 embroidery	 that	 were	 worn	 by	 priests	 over	 their	
tunics.	Above	the	ephod	priests	wore	a	breastplate	holding	12	
precious	stones.	The	stones	represented	the	12	tribes	of	Israel.	
Attached	to	the	ephod	was	a	small	pouch	holding	the	Urim	
and	Thummim,	objects	used	to	determine	God’s	will.

Teacher Devotional
In	our	culture,	many	people	believe	“you	are	what	you	wear.”	
Getting	a	new	sweater	or	wearing	a	new	pair	of	 shoes	can	
change	how	you	feel	about	yourself.	As	you	think	about	how	
to	present	this	lesson,	reflect	on	how	one’s	clothing	influences	
how	you	perceive	a	person.	Let	God	clear	your	spiritual	eyes	
to	see	what	is	on	the	inside	instead	of	just	the	outer	covering.	
Then	 help	 your	 students	 be	 thankful	 for	 the	 clothes	 they	
wear,	without	overly	emphasizing	outward	appearances.

God, thank You for Your generosity that shows in my closet. 
Besides so many other things, You’ve generously supplied me 
with plenty to wear. Help me imitate Your generosity by giving 
freely what You’ve already given me. Direct my thoughts and 
understanding as I prepare to teach this lesson. Show me now 
how to best convey it to the children and to be a living example 
of Your generosity toward them. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Big Idea God generously provides clothes to cover and protect our bodies.
Bible Passage Samuel’s Clothes—1 Samuel 2:18-21
Discover God He Is Generous

Clothes
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DISCIPLESHIP TIP

SUPPLIES

Six- and seven-year-olds tend to be self-centered yet 
are becoming aware of others around them. They often 
respond eagerly to opportunities to share with others. 
Showing them real-life examples of generosity and how 
it blesses others and pleases God can move them toward 
developing this trait themselves.

General Supplies
 Bibles, Disciple Guides (pages 25-28)
 Pencils, markers, crayons
 Paper, notecards, scissors, tape, glue

Make Disciples
 Shepherd’s Bag, doll clothing, four or five articles of 

clothing, safety pins

Spark Interest
	 •GENEROSITY	DEFINED:	candy,	raisins,	or	other	
   treat with many small pieces, zipper-closure bag
	 •CLOTHING	RELAY:	various	clothes,	box
	 •CLOTHING	SNACK:	cheese,	crackers,	or	apples

Explore Scripture
 Samples of linen and wool
	 Teaching	Picture	1A.13—Hannah	and	Samuel
	 Teaching	Picture	1A.14—Hannah	spinning	flax

Inspire Action
	 •SAMUEL’S	EPHOD:	construction	paper	or	card		 	

stock, felt, yarn, glitter, sequins
	 •GENEROSITY	ROLE-PLAYS:	small	props

Opening Prayer
Thank	God	for	what	He’s	generously	given,	including	the	
clothes	we	wear.	Pray	your	children	will	see	that	God	cares	
about	what	is	on	the	inside	more	than	He	cares	about	how	
we	look	on	the	outside.

WorldWatch
Missionary Biography 7 of 12—William Carey—It 
Takes a Team  Missionary stories can have a profound impact on 
children. Take 1-2 minutes to read this brief narrative. Download 
discussion questions at DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

Hooray! Hooray! Hooray! William and Dorothy Carey, 
with their four sons, join eight other British missionar-
ies in Serampore, India. There are five more children. 
The group buys a huge house with lots of land around it. 
They decide on some rules so they can work well together. 
William Ward takes charge of the printing press. He starts 
to work translating the Bible into Bengali. William Carey 
and John Fountain travel to villages nearby and preach in 
the Bengali language. Joshua and Hannah Marshman set 
up a school for English-speaking children. Before long 
there is also a school for boys who speak Bengali. Many 
people give money for supplies and other needs. Soon, 
Hindus can read Bible portions in their own language. 
By now William Carey has lived in India seven years. 
Still not one Hindu has come to trust in Jesus. Then, just 
before Christmas, 1800, God changes everything.  Two 
men announce they want to become Christians. Krishna 
Pal and Gokul ask Jesus to forgive their sins. They begin 
a new life with Jesus as their Savior and Lord. Can you 
imagine how happy this makes the missionaries?

Missions Education—God’s Great Family
To	 add	 this	 component	 to	 the	 lesson,	 download	 the	 teacher	
script	at	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

KeyVerse
Topic:	Clothes
Reference: Luke 12:28a

Memorization Activity: Before	 class,	 divide	 this	 Bible	
verse	 into	 four	or	five	sections,	write	 them	on	note	cards,	
and	pin	them	to	different	articles	of	clothing,	such	as	a	hat,	
scarf,	 shirt,	 etc.	Bring	 out	 your	 Shepherd’s	Bag	 and	 have	
children	guess	what’s	 inside	(doll	clothing).	Bring	out	 the	
doll	clothing.	Read	the	verse	slowly	and	have	the	class	repeat	
after	you.	(Leave	off	the	last	phrase,	“O	you	of	little	faith.”)	
Ask	for	volunteers	to	stand	in	front	of	the	class.	Put	a	piece	
of	clothing	on	each	child	and	read	the	note	card	pinned	to	it	
while	the	class	recites	it	with	you.	Have	the	volunteers	stand	
up	or	sit	down	to	prompt	kids	to	say	their	part	of	the	verse,	
and	allow	other	children	to	take	turns	wearing	the	clothes.

God Is the Greatest!
Download	the	entire	recitation	at	DiscipleLand.com/downloads.	
Build	 from	 the	 previous	 lessons	 and	 teach	 children	 the	
following:

God	is	Generous
He	gives	more	than	we	need.	(pass	out	imaginary	items)

Bonus Resources
Access	free	downloads	for	this	lesson	at	
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.

Teacher—Decide where to place these elements into    
this lesson.

  Make 
Disciples

48

Lesson 7

© 2019 DiscipleLand. Permission to reproduce for class use only.



OR

OR

1A  •  Family Life With God  •  Lesson 7
©2016, DiscipleLand. All rights reserved. Illegal to reproduce.

God is generous. He enjoys giving us more than we need!
Help Cy give clothes to those who need them. 
Draw more boxes to show how generous he can be. 

25

How has God been generous to you?

Clothes

I can be 
generous 
like God!

1ADG-new.indd   25 7/20/16   8:29 AM

Generosity Defined (10 minutes)
This object lesson illustrates generosity and how God expresses 
it toward us. Supplies: small	 package	 of	 candy,	 raisins,	
crackers,	or	other	treat	that	has	many	small	pieces	(enough	
for	each	child),	zipper-closure	bag

Choose	 one	 child	 to	 stand	 beside	 you.	 Explain	 that	 you	
want	 to	 share	 some	 of	 your	 raisins	with	 this	 child.	 Take	
out	a	small	quantity	and	give	it	to	the	child.	Let	him	or	her	
sample	one	bite,	and	then	give	him	or	her	another	quantity.	
Ask	the	other	children	if	you	think	this	child	has	enough.	
Give	 him	more,	 so	 that	 now	he	has	more	 than	 you	have	
left—let	the	children	know	your	supply	is	running	out.	Each	
time	you	give	food	to	the	child,	show	that	you’re	doing	it	
gladly.	Finally,	give	him	or	her	the	rest	of	your	supply.	Help	
put	the	food	in	the	bag	and	then	pass	it	around	so	
everyone	gets	a	taste.	Discuss	what	happened.	

Did you think I would share all my food with 
(name)? How much did you expect me to give 
him? What is it called when someone gives 
you more than you deserve? (Generosity;	being	
generous.)	

Explain	 that	 God	 is	 generous.	 He	 gives	 us	 so	
much:	 families	and	friends,	possessions	and	the	
things	we	 need	 for	 everyday	 life,	 such	 as	 clean	
water,	good	food,	homes,	medicine,	and	clothes.	
Children	can	share	about	a	time	they	were	given	
something	generously.	Reinforce	that	God	is	the	
most	generous	of	all.	

Clothing Relay (10 minutes)
This fast-paced game focuses on the theme of clothing.  
Supplies:	assorted	pieces	of	clothing,	large	box

Place	 the	 clothing	 in	 a	 box	 at	 one	 end	 of	 the	
room.	Divide	 into	two	teams.	Have	a	volunteer	
from	each	team	stand	in	front	of	the	group.	The	
rest	of	 the	 team	will	 take	 turns	 running	 to	 the	
box,	 grabbing	 a	 piece	 of	 clothing,	 racing	 back,	
and	 helping	 the	 volunteer	 put	 it	 on.	 Then	 the	
next	player	on	 the	 team	races	 to	 the	box.	Only	
one	piece	of	each	type	of	clothing	can	be	put	on	
the	volunteer.	Encourage	teamwork	and	cheering	
for	each	other	as	the	children	play.

Clothing Snack (5 minutes)
This snack underscores God’s generous nature.	 Supplies: 
cheese	 slices	 (individually	wrapped	 slices	or	home	sliced),	
plastic	knives,	crackers	or	apple	slices

Children	can	cut	their	cheese	slice	into	a	piece	of	clothing,	
such	as	a	shirt,	pants,	shoe,	etc.	Before	eating	with	crackers	
or	cheese,	thank	God	for	the	snack	and	His	generous	way	
of	providing	everything	we	have.

Disciple Guide—page 25
Tell the students they can help Cy imitate God’s generosity by 
drawing in more boxes. Complete this page at the beginning 
of class or after a Spark Interest activity.

Teacher—Choose one activity that will involve students 
and grab their attention.

  Spark 
Interest
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“Please tie your 
shoes, my son.”

How could Samuel show his appreciation for his new clothes?

Samuel’s mother brought him a new robe called an “ephod.”  
Cross out the sentences Hannah would not say to Samuel. 

“Do you like the 
colorful sash, 

Samuel?”

“Zip up your jacket; 
it’s cold outside!”

“Oh, I hope this 
new robe fits you.”
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Teacher—Teach the Bible lesson. Include Teaching 
Pictures and exercises from the student Disciple Guides. 

1 Samuel 2:18-21
Supplies:	samples	of	linen	and	wool	such	as	a	clothing	item,	
towel,	or	fabric	swatch

During	 this	 lesson,	 you’ll	 have	 the	 children	 give	 you	
feedback	and	share	their	feelings	by	making	faces	and	using	
body	language	at	your	prompts.	Before	you	start,	let	them	
know	 they’ll	be	participating	 in	 the	 this	way.	Open	your	
Bible	to	1	Samuel	2:18-21.

Samuel was growing up in the tabernacle at Shiloh, 
learning how to serve God. Samuel would grow up to be 
a prophet who would tell God’s messages to His people. 

Do you remember how old Samuel probably was when 
Hannah gave him to Eli, the priest, to learn about 
serving the LORD? He	was	 	 about	 three. How 
many of you have three-year-old brothers or 
sisters or know someone who is three? Samuel 
started learning about serving God when he 
was little, but he kept growing. 

Once a year his mother and father came to 
worship at the tabernacle, and they could 
visit with Samuel. How do you think Samuel 
felt when he saw his mother and father after a 
whole year?	Have	 children	make	 surprised	 and	
excited	 faces.	 What look would Hannah have 
on her face when she came into the holy place 
and found her little boy working there?	Show	
children	show	how	to	make	happy	and	proud	faces.	
Do you think Samuel would have changed a 
little each year? Samuel was probably growing 
out of his little clothes.

The Bible says that Hannah didn’t just come to 
visit. She also brought Samuel a gift every year. 

Her gift was something she had 
made, and it was just for Samuel.	
Show	 the	 Teaching	 Picture	 1A.13	
of	Hannah	and	Samuel.	Every year 
Hannah made a new robe. It would 
have been really special because the 

priests who served in the temple wore special 
clothes. The robe was called an ephod, and it 
was made from a certain cloth called linen. It 
was tied around the middle with a sash, like a 
belt.	Pass	around	the	linen	sample	so	the	children	
can	touch	it.	Clothes in Bible times were made of 

linen like this, or wool.	Pass	around	wool	sample.	Clothes 
were more simple—no zippers or buttons.	They didn’t 
have many different kinds of shoes or coats like we do. 
They wore the same kind of clothes all year. Usually only 
kings and very rich people wore fancy clothes.	

So imagine how special Samuel felt each year when his 
mother came with this handmade gift. Have	 children	
make	glad	and	happy	faces.	No one else made him a new 

robe just his size. His mom was generous—
she gladly made it as nice as she could. 
Show	the	Teaching	Picture	1A.14	of	Hannah	
spinning	flax.	Imagine how much time and 
work it took to sew a shirt or dress when 
you had to make thread, weave the cloth, 

and then cut it out and sew it into the shape and size you 
wanted. Whew!	Have	children	make	exhausted	faces.

But Hannah loved Samuel and worked hard to make 
him new clothes so that he could honor God. Show me 
with your faces and bodies how you might look when 
you received this one special robe every year.	 Have	
children	show	excited	faces	and	“show	off”	new	clothes.

     Explore 
Scripture
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Clothes can make you look good. But being good inside is 
much more important than looking good on the outside.
Draw small hearts   beside Dee and Paul being 
generous to others.

      God generously provides clothes 
     to cover and protect our bodies.

Beautiful clothes Beautiful lives

Which is more important to God? Color your answer.

G
enerous Lives

1ADG-new.indd   27 7/20/16   8:29 AM

Samuel was learning about God every day from Eli, the 
priest. He learned that possessions like his clothes were 
all gifts from his Heavenly Father, God. He knew that 
his parents were generous, and that God was generous 
too, gladly giving us what we need. How does God give 
us the clothes we have?	Encourage	responses.	That’s right! 
He provides money for our families to buy clothes. God 
gives us animals and plants that make the wool and 
cotton and other fabrics clothes come from. God gives 
us clothes to keep us comfortable and gives us nicer 
clothes so that we can honor Him, just like Samuel did 
with his ephod.

Getting new clothes was not the most important thing 
to Samuel. Learning about God and honoring Him were 
much more important. God gives us clothes and so many 
other things because He is generous. God is happy to 
give us these things, and we should be thankful for all 
His wonderful gifts. Samuel’s Ephod (15 minutes)

This craft prompts children to thank God for their clothes while 
reinforcing the Bible lesson. Supplies:	 heavy	 construction	
paper	or	card	stock,	felt	pieces,	yarn	for	lacing,	glue,	glitter	
and	sequins,	scissors,	hole	punch

Download	 the	 ephod	 pattern	 for	 this	 craft	 at	
DiscipleLand.com/downloads.	 Before	 class,	 copy	
pattern	A	onto	construction	paper	or	card	stock	
and	cut	out	one	for	each	child.	Cut	pattern	B	&	
C	out	of	felt	pieces.	Lay	pattern	A	over	B	and	hole	
punch	the	sides	and	top.	Do	the	same	with	pattern	
C.	Cut	yarn	into	12-inch	sections,	four	pieces	per	
child,	and	tape	one	end	to	make	lacing	easier.

Tell	the	children	they’ll	make	a	thank-you	card	to	
God	in	the	shape	of	the	little	robe	Hannah	made	
Samuel.	 This card will remind us how God 
provided Samuel clothing every year through 
his parents. God provides for us in the same 
way. Keep this to remind you to be thankful 
that God generously provides for your needs. 
Also remember to share these blessings with 
others when you have more than you need.	As	
you	work,	mention	how	 the	many	clothes,	 toys,	
books	 and	 other	 possessions	 are	 all	 originally	
from	 our	 generous	 God.	 Have	 children	 write	
“Thank	You	God	 for	 the	clothes	 I	wear”	on	 the	
front	of	pattern	A.	Have	students	lace	felt	pieces	B	
and	C	onto	A	on	the	left	and	right	sides	and	top.	
Decorate	 the	 front	 part	 of	 the	 tunic	 with	 glue,	
sequins,	and	glitter.

Disciple Guide—page 26
Encourage children to think about what their parents might 
say to them when giving a gift of clothes.

Disciple Guide—page 27
Reinforce	that	God	wants	us	to	have	nice	things,	but	that	He	
wants	us	to	honor	Him	by	being	generous,	too.	Complete	the	
HeartBeat.

27

Teacher—Choose one activity that will encourage      
learners to apply the Bible truth to their lives. 

  Inspire 
 Action
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Luke 12:28a
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Circle the things that help you be clean and ready for each day.

Keep Clean 
Keep clean and look your best for God!
Take good care of your body and your clothes.

Fill a bag or box with clothes that don’t fit you anymore. 
Take them to someone who needs them more than you do.

Find the answer at DiscipleZone.com/1A
7

Where did Jesus 
tell the man He 
healed to go?

G
od is like a 

safe place w
here 

w
e can alw

ays go!
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to the priests

Generosity Role-plays (10-15 minutes)
This role-playing activity encourages children to share ideas 
about being generous. Supplies: small	“props”	such	as	a	tea	
set,	toy	cars,	etc.

Ask	the	children	to	tell	what	the	word	“generous”	means.	
Using	 their	 contributions,	 come	 up	 with	 a	 short,	 simple	
definition.	Divide	the	class	into	small	groups	of	three	to	five	
kids.	Give	each	group	a	prop	and	ask	children	to	think	up	
a	way	that	they	could	be	generous	to	others,	then	do	a	short	
skit	about	 it.	As	the	groups	plan,	help	them	with	realistic	
ideas	or	 situations.	After	 several	minutes	of	planning	and	
preparation,	the	groups	will	take	turns	performing	for	the	
class.	When	finished,	remind	the	children	that	when	they	
are	generous	 toward	others	 in	big	or	 small	ways,	 they	are	
learning	to	be	like	God	who	is	so	generous	with	them.

Closing Prayer
Ask	 the	 children	 to	 think	 about	 their	 favorite	 items.	Give	
them	a	moment	to	pray	silently,	thanking	God	for	generously	
giving	that	favorite	possession.	Pray	that	God	will	help	the	
children	 share	what	 they	 have,	 imitating	God’s	 generosity.	
Close	by	praising	God	for	taking	such	good	care	of	us.

Closing Words
Next time we’ll find out about something that’s big and 
full of things that you love. Each of us has one, but 
they’re all different. What do you think it is? Come next 
time to find out!

DiscipleSkill How to Show Respect
During	this	quarter,	your	children	will	learn	manner	skills	
that	will	help	them	respect	others.	Be	sure	to	explain	any	
difficult	words	and	concepts	they	may	encounter.

Grooming—Provide	your	children	with	a	basic	definition	of	
“grooming.”	Ask	if	a	hammer,	a	pen,	and	scissors	are	part	of	
getting	clean	and	tidy	each	day.

DiscipleZone.com
Direct	children	to	DiscipleZone.com/1A7	for:

XploreMore Discover more about Bible-times clothes.

SwordWork Read Mark 1:40-45.

WorldWatch God helps William Carey reach Hindus for Christ!

Dee-Cy-Paul Live! The kids collect clothes for a South 
American village.

KeyVerse Memorize Luke 12:28a.

HymnNotes  Learn “Take My Life and Let It Be.”

Disciple Guide—
page 28
Encourage kids to complete 
DiscipleZone before the 
next lesson. Explain that 
activities are available at a 
special website— 

DiscipleZone.com 
—where kids go to grow! 
Children should visit the 
website with their parents 
to complete the online      
activities.

Teacher—Children should complete this page on their 
own or at home with a parent. 
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